
KEY LEARNINGS: SOCIAL STUDIES                      2009-2011 
 

 
 

 
History 

 

 
Civics and 

Government 

 
Geography 

 
Economics 

 
Individuals, Society, 

Culture 
 
 

K 
 

 
• Identify and order 

events 
• Events and people: 

past and present  
• Celebrations and 

holidays 
• Stories of people in 

the past 
 

 
• Role of school 

personnel 
• Rules 
• Flags – country, state 
• Responsible 

citizenship 

 
• Use of maps and globes  
• Map symbols for land and 

water 
• Four seasons 
• Clean environment 

 
• Work at home 
• Descriptions of work and 

the names of jobs 
• Best effort in tasks 
• Work to earn money 
• Needs and wants 
• Coins 
• Good choices with 

money 
• Tithing and offerings 
 

 
• Relationship with Christ 
• Differences in people 
• Unique value to God 
• Time management 
• Birthdays 
• Responsibilities in family 
• Respect for others 
• Holidays 
• Service activities 
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• School events  
• Compare past and 

present family life 
• Celebrations and 

holidays 
• Stories of people in 

the past 
 

 
• Rules 
• Why rules exist 
• Pledge of Allegiance 
• Voting 
• National and patriotic 

symbols 
• Good citizenship 
 

 
• Maps and globes 
• Reading a simple map 
• Country on a globe 
• Home address 
• Seasonal changes 
• Types of weather 
• Natural resources 
• Resources as God’s gifts  
 

 
• Specialized work that 

people do 
• Family responsibilities 
• Needs and wants 
• Making choices 
• Tithing and offerings 

 
• Relationship with Christ 
• Fairness and honesty 
• We are all God’s children 
• Respect differences 
• Holidays 
• Service activities 
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• People in local 

neighborhoods 
• Local celebrations and 

traditions 
• Compare past and 

present 
• Technology changes 
 

 
• Citizen responsibilities 
• How governments 

establish order 
• Making and changing 

laws 
• Good citizenship 
• Leaders in church and 

government 
• National and patriotic 

symbols 
• Tolerance and respect 
  

 
• Cardinal and intermediate 

directions 
• Map symbols 
• Globe terms 
• Locate community on map 
• Affect of climate and 

seasons on environment 
• Natural resources 
 

 
• Productive resources 
• Specialized jobs 
• Producers, consumers 
• Goods and services 
• Biblical principles about 

spending 
• Tithing and offerings 

 
• Relationship with Christ 
• Cooperation, respect, 

honesty 
• Responsibilities of 

individuals 
• Respect for all people 
• Service activities 
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• Understanding of time 
• Calendar time 
• Local Native Peoples 
• Local early settlers 
• Bible and church 

history stories 
• History of community 

traditions 

 
• Good citizenship 
• 10 Commandments 

relationship to laws 
• Basic structure of 

government 
• Making and enforcing 

laws 
• Tolerance and respect 
• National and patriotic 

symbols 
 

 
• Maps, terms, compass 
• Features of local region 
• Affects of climate on region 
• Sources and results of 

pollution 
• Renewable and 

nonrenewable resources 
 

 
• Role of useful work 
• Prices of goods and 

services 
• Production of goods and 

services 
• Tithing and offerings 
 

 
• Relationship with Christ 
• Cooperation and sharing 
• God working through 

people to improve 
community 

• Reasons for holidays 
• Uniqueness of a local 

community 
• Service activities 
 

 
 

4 
 

 
• Time measurements 
• Cause and effect 

relationships 
• Regional Native 

Peoples 
• Early explorers 
• Impact of early 

explorers 
• Impact of immigration 
• Regional historical 

Adventists 

 
• Government of first 

settlers 
• 10 Commandments 

relationship to laws 
• Rights of citizens 
• Voting 
• Civic virtues in a 

democracy 
• National and patriotic 

symbols 

 
• Map scales and symbols 
• Interpret maps, graphs, 

charts 
• States/parishes/provinces 

and capitals 
• Latitude, land forms, ocean 

currents and climate 
• Time zones 
• Climate and weather 
• Ecological concerns 
• Migration patterns 

 
• Skills for employment 
• Functions of money 
• Contributions of natural 

resources to regional 
economy 

• Supply and demand 
• Tithing and offerings 
• Saving income 

 
• Relationship with Christ 
• Actions and choices 
• Groups influencing 

individual behavior 
• Caring for one another 
• Right to make choices 
• Challenges of groups 
• Cultures of Native 

Peoples 
• Religious heritage and 

culture 
• World missions 
• Service/mission projects 
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History 

 

 
Civics and 

Government 

 
Geography 

 
Economics 

 
Individuals, Society, 

Culture 
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• Arrival of Europeans 

to 1610 
• Colonization and 

settlements 
• The American 

Revolution 
• US Constitution and 

establishing the 
Federal Republic 

• Westward Expansion 
and the Civil War 

• The Civil War leading 
to the Reconstruction 
Period 

 

 
• Magna Carta 
• US Constitution 
• Compare Constitution 

to 10 Commandments 
• Elections 
• 3 branches of US 

government 
• Citizens affecting 

change 

 
• Latitude and longitude 
• Names and locations of 

continents 
• 4 hemispheres of the Earth 
• Civil War boundaries 
• Major regions, rivers, 

mountain ranges, 
drainages, continental 
divides of North America 

• Reasons for human 
migration 

• Land use by early settlers 
• Abuse of natural resources 
• Influence of natural land 

features on historical 
events and movements 

 

 
• Economics affects and 

the Revolution 
• Economic incentives 

and the westward 
expansion 

• Economic link 
between regions 

• How trade affects 
meeting needs and 
wants 

 
• Relationship with Christ 
• Individual uniqueness 
• Customs and traditions of 

cultural groups 
• Impact of prejudice 
• Impact of immigration 
• Importance of religious 

freedom 
• Efforts of the church to 

alleviate social problems 
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• Beginnings of 

civilization, Biblical 
perspective 

• Egyptian development 
and civilizations 

• Rise of the Israelite 
Nation 

• Eastern Asia, Africa 
and its civilizations 

• Ancient, Classical and 
Hellenistic Greece 

 

 
• Government in Greece 
• Persian Empire 
• Governments in 

Africa, Asia, 
Southwest Pacific 

• Citizen’s role in Africa, 
Asia, Southwest 
Pacific 

 
• Components and use of 

maps 
• Locate and label continents 
• Reasons for locations of 

major cities in eastern 
hemisphere 

• Climate regions of eastern 
hemisphere 

• Caring for natural 
resources is a responsibility 
to God and country 

 
• Affects of agricultural 

development on 
economic surplus and 
emergence of cities 

• Impact of environment 
in different countries 
on peoples’ livelihood  

 
• Relationship with Christ 
• Peer influence on 

individual’s choices 
• Impact of personal values 

and attitudes on choices 
• Affect of groups on society 
• Change in cultures 
• Compare Adventists with 

eastern religions 
• Adventist global outreach 
 

 
 

7 
 

 
• The Dark Ages 
• The Crusades, 

Europe, and the Era of 
Exploration 

• The Americas 
• The Renaissance and 

Reformation  
 

 
• Magna Carta in other 

documents 
• Compare forms of 

government and 
parliamentary 
democracies 

• Compare roles of 
citizens 

 

 
• Western Hemisphere 

continents and countries 
• Specific locations on map 
• Major regions of western 

hemisphere 
• Affects of climate 
• Impact of science and 

technology on environment 
• Christian’s responsibility for 

environment 
  

 
• Marco Polo and the 

Silk Road 
• Domestic and 

international impact of 
economic agreements 

 
• Relationship with Christ 
• Affect of heredity and 

environment on behavior 
• Responsible citizens 
• Influence of western culture 
• Benefits of cultural diversity 
• Cultures and religious 

beliefs 
• Service/mission projects 
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• History of the 

Adventist Church 
• Reconstruction Era 
• Industrial United 

States 
• US as a World Power 
• Progressive Era 
• Global Conflict, WWI 
• Great Depression 
• WWII and Recovery 
• Modern America 
 

 
• Citizens rights and 

responsibilities 
• Process to become a 

US citizen 
• 13th- 15th Amendments 
•  Responsibilities of US 

government to citizens 
• Election process 
 

 
• Topographic maps 
• Influence of physical 

features on population 
• Impact of geography on 

international relationships 
• Climate affects historical 

events 
• Changes in climate 
• Distribution of natural 

resources, show on maps 

 
• Government programs 

and business 
expansion 

• Labor movement 
• US market economy 
• Use charts, graphs, 

etc. to compare 
growth in commerce 

 

 
• Relationship with Christ 
• Service to others is God’s 

plan 
• Industrial Revolution 

impacts daily life 
• Affects of the Great 

Depression on society 
• Changing roles of women 
• Adaptations of immigrants 
• Conflict between scientific 

advancements and values 
• Spiritual awakening 
• Adventist organizations 

improve life 
 

 
  
 


